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[0:00] I"'maiming to keep it to 30 minutes today. | thought that would
amuse you. So we read all of Luke chapter 1,! The first word of the
speech in the Latin Vulgate, and it neans exalt or nagnify or praise
highly, is what it neans.

And it's sort of the name that's stuck to that bit. And so if you ever want to look up about it, then the
Magnificat is its name and you will find it. So what we're going to do is we will spend a bit of time
looking at that this morning, looking at what Mary is saying and what it means for us today.

But | thought | would share a few words on the preceding sections. So | thought I'd take a minute to
review those first 45 verses.

It's only Matthew and Luke who cover the Christmas story or the narrative. And both of them, of
course, tell us about Joseph and Mary and it was funny for me to realize that Joseph and Mary are
probably between Hannah and Becca's ages, my daughters.

Between sort of 14 and 16, maybe 17 at a push. And | was like, wow, that's... | pondered on that for
a little while.

[1:52] But that's Joseph and Mary and they are betrothed to one another.
Now, if you read Matthew, then what you will see is a narrative that
focuses on Joseph's perspecti ve.

We read how he discovers that she is pregnant. Scandalous! But being a righteous man, he
decides to quietly, secretly end things, end the engagement, which is really more of the first stage
of marriage.

It was a legally binding contract already. So he... Which is why some Bibles will say divorce. And he
decides, | will end things early. | don't want to disgrace her.

And then an angel comes to him and says, don't worry. Don't worry. The child is from the Holy
Spirit. So in Matthew, you see nothing about... There's no angel visiting Mary.

There's no promise that we read to Mary. There's nothing about the trip that Mary made from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. There's no innkeeper. There's no stable or ox or donkey or manger.
[3:01] And there's no shepherds in their field abiding either. None of
that is in Matthew. Wat Matthew does show for us is the magi or the wi se
nmen.

And we read about them coming from the east to worship him. And we see them go to a house. Not
a stable. They go to a house.

And it would seem, from a careful review of the story, that probably Mary and Joseph and Jesus
were there for about a year or so before the magi came.

And they didn't spend that year in a stable. But then we have Luke. And Luke, as we've read, takes
Mary's perspective of things. Now, Luke goes into a lot more detail, as we've just read all 80 verses.
We've just read 80 verses. And we didn't even get to the birth, right? We didn't get to the birth of
Jesus. So what have we seen? We've seen Luke's introduction, where he says how he has spent
all this time researching, talking to eyewitnesses, trying to put together a detailed, orderly sequence
of the events that took place.

[4:15] And then we have an account of this promsed birth, but it's not
the birth of Jesus. Actually, we have the prom se of the birth of John to
a man, Zacharias, and his wife, Elizabeth.

And these two are described as righteous and walking blamelessly before God, but they had no
child. Isn't it true that even those who walk faithfully before God do indeed suffer?
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And they did suffer not just the crushing, ongoing disappointment, and the lack of assurance about
how they would be supported in their old age, but also the stigma of being unable to bear and the
assumption that that was because of God's judgment on them.

But they served. They served faithfully. Zacharias is still serving at the temple. And he goes in to
the temple, to burn incense, that is, into the holy place, not the most holy place.

This would have been a twice-daily ministry, a regular thing that was done. If you're interested, you
can look at Exodus 30 for the background. But it was the daily, perpetual burning of incense.
[5:30] So, nornmal day. Nothing specific or special about this day. A
normal day. Another day at the office for Zacharias. And the angel

Gabri el appears.

And he says to him, you're going to have a son. In fact, it is the son, the promise in the book of
Malachi, the forerunner to Messiah.

And Zacharias says, how can | be sure of this? The wife and | are too old for this. He doubts. And
because of his doubting, Gabriel says, you will now be unable to speak from now on until it is
fulfilled.

And then we've got six months past. Elizabeth indeed conceives. She goes into seclusion. And then
that same angel, Gabriel. Gabriel, actually, | didn't say.

Gabriel just means man. Geber, man of God. El. Gabriel, man of God. Interesting. And actually, if
you read his description in Daniel 8, where he first shows up, he's just described as a man.
[6:40] The man Gabriel. But given the fact that he's still alive in the
tinme of Jesus, | think we can infer that he's not just a man. And he is
i ndeed an angel. And he goes to Nazareth.

So he's met them in the temple. Now he goes up to Nazareth, to the north of Israel. And he meets
Mary. Mary betrothed to Joseph.

What does that mean? It means that she is still in the house of her father. And Joseph is
somewhere preparing a place for her. And he makes these promises.

You are going to have a son. You are going to name him Jesus. Yehoshua. It derives from Joshua.
It is a common name for the time.

And it just means that the Lord saves. Yahweh saves or his salvation. Jesus. Joshua. And her mind
is blown. She knows enough about biology, even at the age of 15 or so, to understand that this is
not possible, naturally speaking.

[ 7: 45] But she doesn't doubt. She doesn't doubt. We read that she is

perpl exed. And that neans that she's troubled throughout. And then she
says, How will this be?

So itisn't a question of, I'm doubting you. It is, How can this come to pass? How will you accomplish
this, Lord?

How will you bring this to pass? And of course, the crucial detail, The Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father, David.

And he will reign over Israel forever. And that, indeed, we will come back to later. And to her
guestion, Gabriel says, God can do anything.

Even your aging relative, Elizabeth. Even she is pregnant. God can do anything. And at this, we
read of Mary hurrying to Elizabeth in the Judean hill country.

[8:41] 80 nmiles. That's, it's a good going for her to go. 70 or 80 mles,
probably a five-day journey or so on foot. Not the kind of journey that a
young wonan woul d typically make al one.

But Luke tells us nothing about whether she went with anyone, whether she was part of a caravan,
whether she went with any relatives. But it's also not clear why she decides to go either.

We read that she hurries, but we don't read why. And it cannot be in order to see if Gabriel was
telling the truth, because she's already believed. | think it was because she was going for mutual
support.

She goes to her relative, Elizabeth, because Elizabeth is actually going to believe her when she
says, an angel came to me and now I'm pregnant. Whereas everyone else is going to say, sure,
that's what happens.

That's why you're pregnant. Elizabeth will believe her. And of course, there's such a value for
fellowship and connection with believers, isn't there? Especially when you're going through
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challenges.

[9:51] Especially in those tinmes. And we should note that there is a
significant generational gap. She's probably ol d enough to be her
grandnot her. And yet there they are fell owshi pping together.

So, that is the context for the Magnificat. She arrives, she sees her relative, who is by this point six
months pregnant, and the baby in Elizabeth's womb leaps for joy.

| can't tell you from first-hand experience what it is like for a baby to kick or leap. but I'm sure it's
quite a thing and for this to happen in a way that is, | don't know how excited a baby can get about
these things but it's amazing, right?

It is a super natural thing and the Holy Spirit comes upon Elizabeth and she's, this is incredible, this
is amazing. Blessed or praised among women are you and blessed or happy is she who believed.
So, there we are and now we come to the Magnificat which I'll just, I'll just read once again. Now as
we read this from Luke chapter 1 verse 46, bear in mind again all she has is the promise.

[11: 06] There's no baby bunp, there's no norning sickness yet, there's
not, nothing other than the angel's words and Elizabeth and she says, so
Luke 1 verse 46 and Mary said, ny soul exalts the Lord and ny spirit has
rejoiced in God ny Saviour for he has had regard for the hunble state of
his bond slave for behold fromthis tinme on all generations will count ne
bl essed for the mighty one has done great things for nme and holy is his
name and his mercy is upon generation generation after generation toward
t hose who fear himhe has done mighty deeds with his arm he has scattered
t hose who are proud in the thoughts of their heart he has brought down
rulers fromtheir thrones and has exalted those who are hunble he has
filled the hungry with good things and sent away the rich enpty handed he
has given help to Israel his servants in renenbrance of his nercy as he
spoke to our fathers to Abraham and his descendants forever ever wow now

| will say any study of this passage really must make reference to the prayer of Hannah in 1 Samuel
2 now we studied that probably over a year ago now where but in that prayer of Hannah she like
Elizabeth is an older lady who has received the promise of a child in her old age until now she's
been barren in her case it is Samuel the prophet to whom she gives birth but the link between
Hannah Elizabeth and Mary all of them have a pregnancy that can only be explained by God's
intervention and like Mary like what we've read here Hannah's prayer goes way beyond saying God
cheers for the baby thanks it's way beyond that it is well we'll see it is connecting it to covenant
promises now Mary in her speech here does say

God has done great things for me God has done great things for me she does rejoice in that but so
much more so much more so I'd like to observe a few things and the first thing is that we're going to
observe how she draws from the Psalms she draws heavily from the Psalms two in particular
actually Psalm 103 and 107 and again remember young woman 13, 14, 15 or 16 or so and it's it
really is wonderful to see and consider her depth of understanding at what's going on here in Luke
then verse 50 is a quote from Psalm 103 and it was interesting to me to discover that we read that
Psalm in our morning reading almost exactly one year ago today wow and Psalm 103 is filled with
God's chesed you know what that is

God's covenant grace covenant mercy his compassion and grace in the context of keeping
covenant with Israel now a quick reading from Psalm 103 going from verse 100 no sorry 15 103
verse 15 we read this as for man his days are like grass as a flower of the field so he flourishes
when the wind has passed over it it is no more and its place acknowledges it no longer but the
loving kindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him and his
righteousness to children's children to those who keep his covenant and remember his precepts to
do them so that's that's a little bit of the context of that Psalm from which Mary quotes and again the
whole Psalm 103 is about the covenant keeping

God and how our lives are tragically brief when you set them next to the context of eternity it's just a
few days in the context of eternity but in the chesed the covenant faithfulness of God to have mercy
that is everlasting to those who fear him to those who keep the covenant and so we observe in the
Psalm that Mary is quoting that faithfulness to the covenant of God is key the key to eternal life
eternal chesed depends on faithfulness to the covenant of God and then we also read from Psalm
107 in Psalm 107 that is quoted in verse 53 of the Magnificat this is a Psalm that is a call for the
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redeemed the redeemed those who have been bought the ga'al which is from the word go'el which
you may know from Ruth the redeemed to praise God why?

[16: 37] because of his everlasting chesed once again and then the Psalm
goes in to look at these four different groups of people who are in peril
and all of them have becone the redeened you have those wandering in the
wi | derness hungry and thirsty you have those dwelling in darkness and the
shadow of death you have fools who have sinned and thereby been afflicted
and you have nerchants trading by sea who then see these storns are in
peril of their lives all of themare the redeened because all of themare
called by God they are saved by God and so we read this verse 8 of Psalm
107 let themgive thanks to the Lord for his |oving kindness chesed and
for his wonders to the sons of nen for he has satisfied the thirsty soul
and the hungry soul he is filled with what is good so again all of these
people their lives are in God's hand and the Psal m st says let themgive
t hanks because he has had chesed towards them and Mary quotes this and
she puts herself in the place of those redeened and she says because of

t he covenant faithful ness of God he redeens people fromall Kkinds of
suffering and to satisfy themw th what they truly need so she's speaking
way beyond just about how things are with her and with

Joseph and these two Psalms together I think they are speaking of God's plans and purposes to do
good to his people because of his commitments to them life on earth is hard life on earth is brief but
God is eternal and when we align ourselves to him and we choose to live by what he has said in his
covenant then and only then is there cause for joy and eternal hope hang on but this is a long way
from you're going to have a baby isn't it it's a long way from you're going to have a baby so what we
then do is we cast our minds back and say what did Gabriel actually say Luke 1 32 Gabriel said he
will be great and will be called the son of the most high not the son of Joseph the son of the most
high and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father

David and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever and his kingdom will have no end the baby
to be born not just a baby not even just a miraculously conceived baby like Samuel and like John
this is the king this is the son of David and we've been studying in the book of Samuel so we know
this we've been reading all through and we've seen about the promises we've seen the creation of
the kingdom of Israel we've seen the ascension of David to the throne we've seen how in many
ways he's been this remarkable king the best king and a sinner like everybody else if we're going to
have a king who reigns forever he needs to be perfect that's this baby it is a fascinating study to
look at the eligibility of Jesus Christ to sit on the throne of king

David that's why Matthew's gospel opens with this line of names from Abraham through David
through Solomon through the line of kings all the way down to Jesus all the way down to Joseph
and Jesus and then Luke has a genealogy that traces a different line again through king David but
down through his son Nathan again all the way down we believe through Mary to Jesus again
fascinating the right of Jesus Christ to come and sit on that throne is established in those chapters
and it is amazing also to remember that the religious Jews today who look for the Messiah still
they've got a problem and that problem is what happened in 70 AD because all of the records are
now lost and there is no way anyone could be born today and show that he is descended from
David it's just not possible because the temple was destroyed the records are gone no messianic
claimants could arise today not with a real bulletproof legal claim but Jesus has it amazing!
[21:37] anyway we're making observations in the text Mary drew from Psal m
103 107 and we see how the baby to be born is the fulfillnent of God's

covenant it is fulfilling all these pronmises it is the pinnacle and the
climax of all these things he is the prom sed ancestor to David that we
read about when we studied 2 Samuel 7 he is the one who will reign

forever he is the one whomthe Psal ns speak of as the one who is the
enbodi nent of God's chesed his covenant faithfulness he is the one whom
t he prophet said is coning you know that |ovely carol or song at
Christmas Mary did you know yes she did know because she said this

amazi ng song she knew who Jesus was even at the age of 15 or so and she
was anazed and the privilege as well now anyway |et's make sone nore
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observations fromthe text |ook at the verbs in the

Magnificat and see how many of them are past tense so in English we read that God has had
regard he has done great things for me he has done mighty deeds he has scattered he has brought
down he has filled now | should say that Greek does not have past tense in the same way that we
do if you're interested then the verbs use something called the aorist aspect what does that mean
well it means in English past tense just means it happened in the past in aorist aspect in Greek the
emphasis is not that it happened in the past the emphasis is that it is fully completed and
accomplished fully completed and accomplished and you think hang on no it isn't none of these
things have happened yet again there's no baby no baby bump even how can

Mary say it is done and the answer is this is what faith says faith sees the promises of God with
such certainty as to consider them complete accomplished as good as accomplished and so faith
then is able to take positive action on the basis of a promise some of us might be used to people
making promises and then not following through being let down by friends or maybe even by
parents you know it can be really damaging on our perspective of God the Father if we have had
parents who did not follow through on their promises and maybe many of us here have probably
done the same thing we've made promises and then not followed through well God is not like that
amen

God is not like that in Numbers 23 verse 19 we read this God is hot a man that he should lie nor a
son of man that he should repent has he said and will he not do it or has he spoken and will he not
make it good God does what he says he will do the powerful are brought down and the humble are
lifted up the hungry are filled with good and the rich have nothing God will do all these things
because this is God's nature and this is his promise and Mary puts them in a tense that means it is
fully accomplished it is done because God is not a liar God does it so it is good then for us as the
church today to remind ourselves what is promised to us to what do we cling as though even
though it is yet unseen and of course it is that the repentant are forgiven and made righteous the
word of

God says in 1 John 1 9 that if we confess our sins he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness that is to say if we turn from our sins if we confess them
if we don't hide them we disclose them we say God | have done these things | confess then we are
forgiven and cleansed and we don't have to dwell on them anymore we don't have to keep bringing
them back up or feeling the weight of condemnation anymore the promise is we are cleansed from
all unrighteousness in 2nd Corinthians 5 verse 21 speaking of Jesus Christ who has come he made
him God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we might become the
righteousness of God in him if you're like me then you will sometimes often feel that you aren't
cleansed from all unrighteousness or that we have become the righteousness of

[27:05] God sonetinmes it can be hard to keep that in mnd but we are this
is apronmse this is a commitnment from God he has done it we becone the
ri ght eousness of God God doesn't see the sins of the repentant anynore we
becone the righteousness of God and it is true of course that the effects
of sin the consequences of sin often remain and we tal ked about that when
we tal ked about David's sin a few weeks ago but from an eternal
perspective fromthat it is acconplished perspective we are clean and we
are cleansed we are purified we are nmade whole and | was struck by this
passage as well this is Colossians 1 again speaking of to conme he says in
verse 21 of Col ossians chapter 1 and and al t hough you were formerly
alienated and hostile in mnd engaged in evil deeds yet he has now
reconciled you in his fleshly body through death in order to present you
before him holy and bl anel ess and beyond reproach if indeed you continue
inthe faith firmy established and steadfast and not noved away fromthe
hope of the gospel that you have heard which was proclaimed in all
creation under heaven and of which

| Paul was made a minister so again just as we saw in the psalms that faithfulness that

steadfastness to the covenant that chesed is the key thing we believe in it we continue to believe in
it we continue to believe in it and to put ourselves there as God's people Lord we are yours then we
are reconciled and he will present us holy and blameless and beyond reproach and it is as good as
accomplished it is done in the eternal perspective | was just so blessed by that and also this we are
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no longer useless we are made useful in Ephesians 2 10 it says that we are his workmanship
created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them so not only are we made righteous and made cleansed we are also prepared we have good
works to walk in prepared for us

| was also going to share from 2 Timothy 2 21 but time is getting on so I'm going to skip on but this
is what God has said concerning his church if we are in the covenant of Christ's blood then God is
faithful and these things are true and they are as good as accomplished praise God oh there's one
other thing | wanted to look at real quick just | wanted to just color this a bit more because we read
Matthew recently as well Matthew 5 when you look at Matthew 5 the beatitudes we read a similar
thing where Jesus is saying Matthew 5 verse 1 blessed 4 | should say blessed are those who
mourn for they shall be comforted they shall inherit the earth they shall be satisfied so you've got
the future sense there as well but he also if you look back at verse 3 blessed are the poor in spirit
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven and so in there Jesus has a sense of it is now theirs is yours is
the kingdom of heaven but also there's a sense of it's not yet they shall be comforted and that's the
same tension that we have today there are so many things that are still to be accomplished for us
and yet we live as though they are complete as

Mary's song does so | want to urge us to frame our lives and our experience through faith this
morning that's what | wanted to impress on us faith acknowledges what God has done but it also
acknowledges as just as certain what will come to pass and indeed from the perspective of God
they are done so we live as though his promises are already complete I've got one more what does
God's favour look like what does it look like to have God's favour in your life what does it mean she
says that she is counted blessed and not only that all generations are going to count me blessed
most highly favoured lady

Gloria now think about this a young lady she is betrothed to be married to a man who loves her
deeply they are both righteous before the laws they know the scriptures they know the promises
they are fixed to have a quiet they're not going to be rich they're going to be probably living day to
day but they will be married they will have a good life they will be in love and then this disruption
comes along you're going to get pregnant before you're married this is a massive lifelong disruption
we sang that song about the shame of scandal if you read psalm 69 then you will come to this verse
psalm 69 is often acknowledged to be a psalm about the messiah and in it it says those who sit in
the gate talk about me and

[33:10] I amthe song of the drunkards which is speaking of the lifel ong
stigma that he had of this child of fornication which actually conmes to
the fore when we have this biting remark fromthe Phari sees who say in
John chapter 8 verse 41 they say to Jesus we are not born of fornication
we have one father God and this is just an ad hom nem attack they are
attacking the man but what they are doing is they are alluding to the
apparently wi despread runor that Jesus was born of fornication that Mary
had sl ept around Mary is going to be blessed with this scandal that wll
be hers throughout her whole life by the unbelievers can you inagi ne and
bear in mnd the Pharisees are talking in

Jerusalem this is a long way away from Nazareth the rumors are she can't escape them anyway
one other thing in Luke chapter 2 there is this blessing in the temple on the baby Jesus and Simeon
does that and then he blesses them that is Mary and Joseph and he says to Mary his mother
behold this child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel and for a sign to be opposed and
a sword will pierce even your own soul to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed
a sword will pierce your own soul so | ask you what does the favor of God look like what does it look
like to live a life in God's grace well it could be hard it can be hard | mean and we could talk about
the fact that she had to see her son disbelieved and mocked and ultimately brutally put to death on
the cross but we could talk about all of the preceding years where there was this scandal and
shame and probably shunned and yet generations will call you blessed

Jesus said whoever seeks to keep his life will lose it and whoever loses his life will preserve it and |
think it is good for us to keep that in mind it's quite noteworthy if you've done the Christianity
explored!

course does anyone remember the name of the last section in the course section 7 it is called come
and die come and die why because whoever seeks to keep his life will lose it and whoever loses his
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life will preserve it and we are called out of focusing on our own comfort and pleasure and trying to
secure for ourselves a good life and into a life that is submitted to God whatever that may mean so
in closing the magnificat then is Mary's faith filled response to this incredible privilege that is hers to
be called the mother of the long prophesied messiah and she draws on the psalms as evidence that
she studied them and she understands the times that she is in and at the same time it is a call to a
difficult and painful life and she says behold the bond slave of the lord may it be done to me
according to your word of course

Mary's call was unique she is the only person ever who will be called the mother of the messiah but
every single one of us here today is also called to a unique purpose and a role in God's kingdom
too first we are called to faith to believe what God has said which means to live repentant knowing
that that is how we remain faithful and how we remain in that covenant we continue we confess
daily we have our feet washed and that he is a merciful God that he sent Jesus to be the only way
for us to be pardoned and we continue in our faith and we continue in our learning and believing
more and more what God has said and that is our call today and so may we indeed be content to be
the bond slaves of God praise you Lord for the word praise you for what we have read praise you
[37:58] Lord for the call on our lives we praise you Lord that you are
active and we thank you for how you worked through Mary and through
Joseph and Lord even though you called themto a hard Iife they were
faithful to you Lord | ask to walk with you day by day to cling to you to
know t he wonderful reality of your daily presence with us as we walk with
you as we disclose to you our sins and we are rem nded agai n and agai n of
your |ove and your forgiveness Lord we long to be useful in your kingdom
to know your purposes and plans we bl ess you and we praise you in Jesus
name Amen Anen
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